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Chapter 1:  Goal, Strategies and Issues  
 

SORTPO History 
)Î ρωχπȟ /ËÌÁÈÏÍÁȭÓ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÏÒ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÅÌÅven (11) sub-state planning districts. 
Subsequently, the local governments served by the planning districts created the eleven (11) 
Councils of Governments (COGs) using the sub-state planning district boundaries. These 
districts make up the Oklahoma Association of Regional Councils (OARC). South Western 
Oklahoma Development Authority (SWODA) and the Association of South Central Oklahoma 
Governments are two of the eleven (11) COGs.  
 
In April 2012, the Oklahoma Department of Transportation (ODOT) entered an agreement 
with OARC to oversee development of the regional transportation planning process and the 
regional public participation process in the non-metropolitan areas of the state.  Three 
councils of governments were selected as pilot projects:  SWODA, Northern Oklahoma 
Development Authority (NODA) and Central Oklahoma Economic Development District 
(COEDD).  SWODA on October 13th, 2009 by Resolution 09-04 (Appendix A) created the 
Southwest Oklahoma Regional Transportation Planning Organization (SORTPO) and was 
tasked with the responsibility of developing a regional plan that included preparation of 
eight (8) county plans.  In Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2016, through a collaborative effort 
involving SORTPO, the Association of South Central Oklahoma Governments (ASCOG) and 
the ODOT a transportation planning pilot project comprising sixteen counties was initiated 
representing two Councils of Governments SWODA and ASCOG. The SWODA Board of 
Trustees adopted Resolution 16-06 (Appendix B) amending the SORTPO region.   
 
Located in southwest Oklahoma, the SORTPO region is comprised of 14,180 square miles. 
(Map 1.1). The SORTPO region is comprised of sixteen (16) counties, one hundred-twenty 
(120) cities and towns and nineteen (19) conservation districts Total population for the 
SORTPO region according to the 2010 U.S. Census Bureau was 416,257. Population data 
obtained from the 2012-2016 American Community Survey 
(ACS) estimates the population has increased to 421,747. 
Although much of the region is comprised of large tracts of 
farming and agriculture lands there are multiple areas that 
contain urbanized areas that feature regional medical 
facilities, universities, military installations and 
governmental offices. Population growth and shifts for the 
SORTPO region are dependent on many factors depending 
on a county.  Each County in the region although a separate entity is interconnected through 
commerce, employment, health services, education and transportation.   
 
All aspects of the planning process are overseen by the SORTPO Policy Board. The SORTPO 
Technical Committee serves as the advisory group for transportation planning and policy 
initiatives.  This committee reviews transportation planning work efforts and provides a 
recommendation to the SORTPO Policy Board for their consideration and action. The day-to-
day activities of SORTPO are supported by staff located in the SWODA (Burns Flat) and 
ASCOG (Duncan) offices. Staff, equipment, supplies, rent, consulting studies, and other 
expenses used to support staffing operations are reimbursable to SORTPO by the Federal 
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Highway Administration (FHWA) State Planning & Research (SPR) program funds at 80% of 
the total amount of the work effort and the local match of 20% is provided by SWODA.  

 

Map 1.1: SORTPO Region  

 
Source: SWODA 
 

Regional Transportation Planning  
Regional transportation planning is a collaborative process designed to foster participation 
by all interested parties such as business communities, community groups, elected officials, 
and the general public through a proactive public participation process. Emphasis by the 
FHWA and the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) is placed on extending public 
participat ion to include people who have been traditionally underserved by the 
transportation system and services in the region.  The purpose of the transportation system 
is to move people and goods in the safest and most efficient manner possible. SORTPO 
envisions the transportation system as a critical element of the quality of life for the citizens.  
A regional approach to long range transportation planning is necessary because of the rural 
nature and diverse characteristics of the population in Oklahoma. Transportation systems 
must safely, efficiently and effectively allow citizens to travel to work and to conduct their 
personal lives as well as provide for the efficient movement of goods to markets to support 
ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ ÖÉÔÁÌÉÔÙȢ !ÄÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌÌÙȟ ÔÒÁÎÓÐÏÒtation decisions should carefully 
consider and reflect environmental and community concerns. 
 



2040 McClain County Long Range Transportation Plan 

Page 3 of 141  
 

Transportation planning is a process that develops information to help make decisions on 
the future development and management of transportation systems.  It involves the 
determination of the need for new or expanded roads, transit systems, freight facilities and 
bicycle/pedestrian facilities their location, their capacity and the future needs.  The process 
of developing the LRTP provides an opportunity for partic ipating in the planning of the 
future transportation system.  The process allows the community to focus their attention on 
transportation in the context of McClain County as well as the SORTPO region.  The LRTP 
was developed within the regulatory framework of MAP-ςρ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ &ÉØÉÎÇ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ 3ÕÒÆÁÃÅ 
Transportation Act (FAST Act). The LRTP establishes the goals, objectives and 
ÔÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÉÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÇÉÏÎȭÓ ÔÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÎÅÅÄÓȢ The LRTP 
establishes the goals, objectives and transportatÉÏÎ ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÉÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÇÉÏÎȭÓ 
ÔÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÎÅÅÄÓȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÐÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓ ÆÏÌÌÏ×Ó ÔÈÅ ÔÈÒÅÅ ȰÃȭÓȱ identified by federal 
transportation regulations: continuing, cooperation and comprehensive.   
 

Purpose of Plan 
The 2040 McClain County LRTP is a document used 
by the county, cities, towns, agencies, businesses and 
residents as a guide to maintain and improve the 
ÒÅÇÉÏÎȭÓ transportation  system through 2040. The 
year 2040 was chosen as the planning horizon year 
for the LRTP for the following reasons: 
¶ The year 2040 is far enough into the future to allow for the anticipated growth of the 

area to be implemented and 
¶ Allows the local governments and participating agencies to plan for long range 

solutions to anticipated needs. 
 
The Plan is an important tool and assists communities in focusing their limited funds on 
projects that give them the best value and benefit for funding. The purpose of the long-range 
transportation plan is to direct investment of available resources toward meeting the 
ÒÅÇÉÏÎȭÓ ÈÉÇÈÅÓÔ ÐÒÉÏÒÉÔÙ ÎÅÅÄÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÁÒÅ ÄÅÔÅÒÍÉÎÅÄ ÂÙ ÃÏÍÐÁÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 0ÌÁÎȭÓ ÇÏÁÌÓȟ 
Ȱ7ÈÁÔ ÄÏ ×Å ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÁÃÃÏÍÐÌÉÓÈ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÆÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÌÁÎȩȱ ×ÉÔÈ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ 
ÆÏÒÅÃÁÓÔÓȟ Ȱ7ÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ×Å ÓÔÁÒÔÉÎÇȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÏ× ÁÒÅ ÄÅÍÏÇÒÁÐÈÉÃÓ ÁÎÄ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃÓ ÅØÐÅÃÔÅÄ ÔÏ 
ÃÈÁÎÇÅȩȱ The projects and strategies included in the LRTP arise from the needs and span the 
twenty-year planning period.   
 
A key concept that underlies the discussion of needs is affordability. 
With limited fiscal resources, every jurisdiction that owns and 
operates part of the countywide transportation system must 
consider what they can afford to operate and how to maintain into 
the future.  
 
People of all ages are making different decisions about where they 
choose to live, and what constitutes a positive quality of life. 
3/240/ȭÓ ÔÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÓ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ 
ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȭÓ ÔÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔÁÔÉÏÎ Ótakeholders to participate in 
development of the LRTP.  This process includes soliciting comments from the public on 
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current and future transportation needs. Appendix 4.1 illustrates survey results obtained 
during the planning process. Survey Question 11 includes information on the importance of 
selected transportation components in McClain County. Three components received the 
highest rating: maintenance of bridges, providing a smoothing driving surface and 
maintenance.  When selecting projects survey respondents indicated in Question 12 a higher 
preference for projects that improve safety and reduces congestion.  
 
As a means of achieving the successful implementation of the LRTP, the projects are 
developed in five-year increments.  The five-year increment format will offer realistic goals 
ÉÎ #ÈÁÐÔÅÒ υ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÖÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ,240ȭÓ ÓÈÏÒÔ ÒÁÎÇÅ ÉÍÐÌÅÍÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÉÎÃÒÅÍÅÎÔÁÌ 
approach also provides a reasonable opportunity in scheduling state and /or federally 
funded transportation improvements within the county. 
 

Relationship and Requirements with State and Federal Agencies  
The plan was developed in cooperation and in collaboration with municipal, county 
governments, transit providers, ODOT and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). 
The plan is the culminat ion of a continuing, cooperative, coordinated and comprehensive 
planning effort among the federal, state and local governments directed by SORTPO that 
provides for consideration and implementation of projects, strategies and services that 
should address the planning factors identified in The Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st 
Century Act (MAP-ςρɊ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ &ÉØÉÎÇ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ 3ÕÒÆÁÃÅ 4ÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔÁÔÉÏÎ !ÃÔ ɉ&!34Ɋ ×ÁÓ 
signed into law in December 2015. The FAST Act added two additional factors for a total of 
ten (Table 1.1), which SORTPO should strive to address through their LRTP planning 
process.  
 

Table 1.1: Planning Factors  

1. Support the economic vitality of the United States, the States, nonmetropolitan 
areas, and metropolitan areas, especially enabling global competitiveness, 
productivity and efficiency.  

2. Increase the safety of the transportation system for motorized and non-motorized 
users. 

3. Increase the security of the transportation system for motorized and non-
motorized users. 

4. Increase accessibility and mobility of people and freight. 

5. Protect and enhance the environment, promote energy conservation, improve the 
quality of life, and promote consistency between transportation improvements and 
State and local planned growth and economic patterns. 

6. Enhance the integration and connectivity of the transportation system across and 
between modes, people and freight. 

7. Promote efficient system management and operation. 
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8. Emphasize the preservation of the existing transportation system. 

9. Improve the resiliency and reliability of the transportation system and reduce or 
mitigate stormwater impacts of surface transportation.  

10. Enhance travel and tourism 

Source:  23 USC Section 23 U.S.C 135 (d)(1)  

 

In addition, The FAST Act continues MAP-21 requirement to State Departments of 
Transportation and Metropolitan Planning Organizations to use a performance-based 
approach to support seven (7) national goals for the transportation system.  This 
requirement has not been mandated to non-metropolitan areas. Though specific 
performance measures are not identified in this plan, SORTPO recognizes the significance of 
such measures and will begin the collection of data needed to establish standards in future 
(Appendix C).   
 

Goals and Strategies  
The planning process follows a hierarchy that includes goals and 
strategies to assist McClain County in planning and prioritization of 
transportation projects and programs. Goals are general statements 
of what we want the future to be like. The goals are used as guiding 
principles to choose among various options for transportation 
improvements. Therefore, they should be attainable and realistic. In 
addition, the goals should relate to present conditions and expected 
changes in those conditions. Strategies are specific, quantifiable steps 
towards the realization of those goals.  Table 1.2 identifies the goal categories for the McClain 
County.   
 
Goals were developed from meetings held with stakeholders, technical committee and policy 
board meetings. It is important to recognize that many factors influence transportation 
system performance and transportation is only one component of a community. Economic 
development, housing, the economy and natural resources also can play a role. Implementing 
goals is the responsibility of local, county and state governments and SORTPO. Strategies 
were developed in coordination with partner agencies. The strategies developed do not fall 
solely under the responsibility of SORTPO. Local and community agencies should consider 
their roles in affecting outcomes. It will be necessary to prioritize the strategies and build the 
data collection and analysis, for those deemed most important, into annual programs, such 
as the Planning Work Program (PWP).   
 

Table 1.2: McClain County Goal Categories  

Goal Description  

1. Accessibility and 
Mobility (pg. 6) 

Improve accessibility and mobility for people and freight.  
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Goal 1: Accessibility and Mobility 
Improve accessibility and mobility for people and freight. 
 
Strategies:  
1. Support opportunities to expand the transit system(s) in the county that improves access 

to health care facilities, education facilities, recreation centers, cultural and tourist sites 
and employment.    

2. Develop a system to collect and monitor changes in population, employment, and major 
employers by Traffic Analysis Zone (TAZ). 

3. Conduct a freight assessment and study for the region. 

2. Awareness, Education 
and Cooperative 
Process (pg. 7) 

Maintain intergovernmental cooperation and 
coordination, along with community participation and 
input in all stages of the transportation planning 
process. 

3. Freight & Economic 
Vitality (pg. 7) 

 

Support and improve the economic vitality of the county 
and region by providing access to economic development 
opportunities, such as business and industrial access, 
natural, scenic and historic resources or recreational 
travel and tourism.  

4. Environment (pg.8) 2ÅÄÕÃÅ ÉÍÐÁÃÔÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔȟ 
historic areas and underrepresented communities 
resulting from transportation programs and projects. 

5. Finance & Funding (pg.  
8) 

Seek and acquire a variety of transportation  funding 
sources to meet the many diverse system needs. 

6. Maintenance and 
Preservation (pg. 8) 

Preserve the existing transportation network and 
promote efficient system management to promote 
access and mobility for both people and freight.   

7. Safety & Security (pg. 9)         Improve the safety and security of the transportation 
system by implementing transportation improvement 
that reduce fatalities and serious injuries as well as 
enabling effective emergency management operations.  

8. Community & Health 
(pg. 9) 

Facilitate development of transportation projects and 
programs that support economic development and 
healthy lifestyles in the county and region.  

9. Tourism & Travel (pg. 
9) 

Improve travel opportuni ties through enhancement and 
preservation of access to tourism destinations or 
regionally significant facilities. 
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4. Review transportation improvements and expansion of services to ensure that the 
facility for one (1) mode of transportation doÅÓÎȭÔ ÃÒÅÁÔÅ ÂÁÒÒÉÅÒÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÁÃcess or 
mobility of other modes. 

5. Participate with state agencies, such as the Oklahoma Department of Transportation, 
Department of Commerce, Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPO), Regional 
Transportation Planning Organizations (RTPO), Regional Economic Development 
Agencies, rail industry and shippers of rail products to discuss and comment current rail 
issues affect the counties, regions and State.  
 

Goal 2: Awareness, Education and Cooperative Process 
Maintain intergovernmental cooperation and coordination, along with community 
participation and input in all stages of the transportation planning process. 
 
Strategies:  
1. Participate on state, regional, and local committees regarding County transportation  

issues. 
2. Educate key stakeholders, businesses, local leaders and the public on the purpose and 

function of SORTPO. 
3. Annually review the Public Participation Plan. 
4. Develop and implement a bicycle and pedestrian public awareness and education 

program. 
5. Develop a clearinghouse for regional data sets, such as pavement management systems 

and geographic information systems to help form sound planning decisions.  
6. Facilitate and support the coordination of regional training opportunities. 
7. Develop a method to track the implementation of projects and regularly update the 

public on the status of projects, programs and finances. 

 

Goal 3: Freight & Economic Vitality 
Support and improve the economic vitality of the county and region by providing access to 
economic development opportunities, such as business and industrial access, natural, scenic 
and historic resources or recreational travel and tourism.     
 
Strategies: 
1. Prioritize transportation projects that serve major employment and activity centers, rail 

facilities and freight corridors  
2. Identify the locations of major employment centers, including existing and proposed 

developments and identify types of transportation available. 
3. Coordinate with local and tribal governments on the placement of regionally significant 

developments.  
4. Maintain local, state and federal support for regional business airport.   
5. Continue to coordinate transportation planning with adjoining counties, regions and 

councils of government for transportation needs and improvements beyond those in our 
region. 

6. Working with area employers and stakeholders develop a database and map identifying 
transportation needs.   
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7. Identify and designate routes and connectors with heavy freight movements as freight 
priority corridors.  

 

Goal 4: Environment 
Reduce impacts tÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔȟ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃ ÁÒÅÁÓ ÁÎÄ underrepresented 
communities resulting from transportation programs and projects. 
 
Strategies:  
1. Consult with local, state and national agencies in the areas of environmental protection 

and historic preservation, in terms of transportation programs and projects. 
2. Promote proper environmental stewardship and mitigation practices to restore and 

maintain environmental resources that may be impacted by transportation projects.  
3. Promote the use of alternative fuels and technologies in motor vehicles, fleet and transit 

vehicles.   
4. Develop database and mapping to identify ÔÈÅ #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ÕÎÄÅÒÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÅÄ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÉÅÓȢ 
5. Support designs of the transportation system that will protect cultural, historic, and 

scenic resources, community cohesiveness, and quality of life.  
6. Develop a data file and create a map identifying location of wind farms and pipelines and 

relationship to communities and the transportation system. 
 

Goal 5: Finance and Funding 
Seek and acquire a variety of transportation  funding sources to meet the many diverse system 
needs. 
 
Strategies:  
1. Maximize local leverage of state and federal transportation funding opportunities.   
2. Increase private sector participation in funding transportation infrastructure and 

services.  
3. Encourage multi-year capital improvement planning by local, county, tribal, and state 

officials that includes public participation, private sector involvement, coordination 
among jurisdictions and modes and fiscal constraint.   

4. Assist jurisdictions  in finding and applying for funds.  
 

Goal 6: Maintenance and Preservation 
Preserve the existing transportation network and promote system management to promote 
access and mobility for both people and freight. 
 
Strategies:  
1. Identify sources of transportation data and develop a procedure to collect the data and 

present to the public.   
2. IdenÔÉÆÙ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔ ÔÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÁÎÃÅ ÄÁÔÁ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÍÐÁÒÅ ÔÏ ÐÒÅÖÉÏÕÓ ÙÅÁÒÓȭ 

data.    
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Goal 7: Safety and Security 
Improve the safety and security of the transportation system by implementing 
transportation improvement that reduce fatalities and serious injuries as well as enabling 
effective emergency management operations. 
 
Strategies: 
1. Coordinate with local governments and other agencies to identify safety concerns and 

conditions and recommend projects to address key deficiencies. 
2. Coordinate county and regional actions with the Statewide Highway Safety Plan.  
3. Collect and routinely analyze safety and security data by mode and severity to identify 

changes and trends. 
4. Assist in the designation of corridors and development of procedures to provide for safe 

movement of hazardous materials. 
5. Adopt best practices to provide and improve facilities for safe walking and bicycling. 
6. Incorporate emergency service agencies in the transportation planning and 

implementation process.  
7. Support the Oklahoma Department of Transportation in its plans to add and improve 

roadway shoulders on two lane highways.  
8. Reduce the number of at grade rail highway crossings. 
9. Upgrade passively protected at grade rail highway crossings.  

 

Goal 8: Community & Health 
Facilitate development of transportation projects and programs that support active lifestyles 
in the region. 
 
Strategies:  
1. Integrate healthy community design strategies and promote active transportation to 

improve the public health outcomes. 
2. Support  development of transportation systems that provide opportunities for 

populations walking, bicycling and utilizing non-motorized modes.   
3. Identify funding opportunities and partners to increase low cost transportation 

opportunities. 
4. Establish partnerships with local groups and agencies to provide transportation 

services. 
 

Goal 9: Tourism & Travel 
Improve travel opportunities through enhancement and preservation of access to tourism 
destinations or regionally significant facilities. 
 
Strategies:  
1. Develop a regional map that identifies tourism destinations and regionally significant 

facilities. 
2. Establish procedures to increase coordination and communication with local 

governments, tribal governments and state agencies to identify projects that impact the 
commuÎÉÔÉÅÓȭ ÔÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÓÙÓÔÅÍȢ  
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3. Collaborate with local economic development authorities, State and Federal economic 
development agencies in the identification of current and future transportation projects. 

 

Key Issues, Challenges and Trends  
There are many issues facing the area that have a direct or indirect impact on the 
transportation system. Rural communities have problematic transportation issues such as 
intersections, congestion and limited or no access to transit.  This section is intended to 
identif y these issues, challenges and trends.  At the onset of the transportation planning 
process, the SORTPO staff, policy board and technical committee members identified key 
issues, trends and challenges that impact the transportation system.  Key issues, challenges 
and trends were also identified through public surveys, stakeholder meetings, public 
comments, other plans, data sources, and reports.  
 
Key Issues:    
¶ Maintain access to healthcare and emergency services. 
¶ Potable water limits McClain County growth. 
¶ Oilfield heavy truck traffic increasing wear on roads and bridges. 
¶ Oilfield related trucks hauling liquid creating more impact to roads and bridges. 
¶ Lack of Transit Services during the evening or weekend. 
¶ Lack of shoulders on 2 lane highways. 
¶ The area surrounding and including the towns of Newcastle, Blanchard, Goldsby, Cole, 

Dibble and Purcell are included in the Oklahoma City Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) 
and the Oklahoma City Area Regional Transportation Study Area (OCARTS). 

¶ Lack of funding to adequately maintain roadway systems and bridges. 
¶ Lack of funding for improvements of rail crossings. 
¶ Steep hills and sharp curves. 
¶ Problematic traffic issue locations (areas with high accidents, intersections, truck traffic 

generators).  
¶ Traffic is rerouted from I-35 to local streets in Purcell and Goldsby. 

 
Challenges: 
¶ Competition for medical professionals between urban and rural. 
¶ Age of infrastructure. 
¶ Attracting workforce to support the employment needs. 
¶ Access to affordable high-speed internet. 
¶ Competition for industry/business.  
¶ Communication and coordination with Quapaw Tribe of Indiana and Chickasaw Nation 

development projects and transportation needs. 
¶ Economy is dependent on the agriculture and the oil and gas industry. 
¶ Working together regionally to attract/maintain workforce, industry and community  
¶ Funding limitation - revenues continue to be limited to meet the transportation  system 

needs over time. 
¶ Lack of system to reevaluate how, when and where new roads are built versus 

investment in upgrade to the existing road system. 
¶ Cities and towns in the TriCity area are commuter communities. 
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¶ I-35 congestion requires widening to from 4 lanes to 6 lanes from Norman south to access 
into Purcell and southbound I-35 access at Purcell north end. 

 
Trends:  
¶ Growth occurring in the TriCity Area (Tuttle, Newcastle, and Blanchard) and Purcell. 
¶ Growth continues for online shopping sales. 
¶ Population is declining in the rural areas.  
¶ Freight truck traffic will increase along I-35. 
¶ Motor vehicles will continue to be the primary means of transportation.  
¶ The energy sector and farming community will continue to rely heavily on trucks in rural 

areas.    
¶ Technology impact on retail, employment and how medical services are obtained.  
¶ Autonomous vehicle technology.  
¶ National Household Travel Survey data reveals greater number of people are working 

from home. 
¶ 3ÔÁÔÅ ÏÆ /ËÌÁÈÏÍÁȭÓ ÂÕÄÇÅÔ ÎÅÇÁÔÉÖe impact. 
¶ Rural population shrinking due to long term outmigration of young adults, fewer births, 

increased mortality among working age adults and aging population.  
Increased mortality among working-age adults is recent trend contributing to lower 
population growth.  Rising rates of prescription abuse, opioids and heroin overdose 
deaths contribute to this trend.   
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Chapter 2: Current Condition s 
 
4ÈÉÓ ÃÈÁÐÔÅÒ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÓ Á ȰÓÎÁÐÓÈÏÔȱ ÏÆ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÒÅÌÁÔÅ ÔÏ ÔÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ 
McClain County. Demographics, economic conditions, environmental factors, community 
development and transportation and traffic data are included in this chapter.  McClain 
County is in central Oklahoma (Map 1.1).  The County is bordered by McClain County to the 
south, Canadian County to the north, Caddo and Comanche Counties to the west and McClain 
and Garvin Counties to the east.  A portion of northern McClain County (need des 
 

History  
McClain County is located along the eastern boundary of the SORTPO region and aaccording 
to the U.S. Census Bureau, the county has a total area of 580 square miles (571 square miles 
land and 9.6 square miles is water).  The South Canadian River forms the northern border, 
draining much of the county. The Washita River flows near the southwestern corner.  
 
The county economy has been based primarily on agriculture and cattle raising. Beginning 
in the early twentieth century drillers began testing for oil and gas deposits. New industry 
for the county includes: Duke Energy North America 
power plant near Newcastle and the River Wind Casino 
operated by the Chickasaw nation located on SH 9 in 
Goldsby.   

-Ã#ÌÁÉÎ #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ÔÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÓÙÓÔÅÍÓ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÓ 
highways, rail (freight), passenger rail and airports. 
Within the County there are two Interstate Highways: I-35 
and I-44. Interstate 35 enters the county on the north at 
Goldsby on the McCall Bridge. The highway is parallel to 
the Canadian River through City of Purcell. This highway continues southward into Texas 
and north into Kansas.  Interstate 44 (H.E. Bailey Turnpike) runs through the northwestern 
part of the county. The H.E. Bailey Turnpike Norman Spur connects this highway to the US-
62/US-277/SH-9 intersection.  

In addition to the interstate highways there are State and US Highways: US 62, US 77, US 177, 
SH 9, SH 24, SH 59, SH 74, SH 76, and SH 133 

¶ US Highway 62 runs diagonally across the state, from the Texas state line in far 
southwestern Oklahoma to the Arkansas state line near Fayetteville. US-62/277/SH -9 
serve as the southern terminus of SH-92 and the western terminus of SH-39. The three 
highways then angle northeast towards Blanchard, where they are briefly joined by 
State Highway 76. SH-9 splits off at a diamond interchange that also serves as the 
eastern terminus of the H.E. Bailey Turnpike Spur. The two U.S. routes continue north 
into Newcastle where the two routes encounter I-44 once again, at the northern 
terminus of the Bailey Turnpike. US-62 joins eastbound I-44 toward Oklahoma City, 
while US-277 terminates at the interchange.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._Census_Bureau
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Texas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arkansas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fayetteville,_Arkansas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oklahoma_State_Highway_92
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oklahoma_State_Highway_39
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blanchard,_Oklahoma
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_Highway_76_(Oklahoma)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diamond_interchange
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newcastle,_Oklahoma
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¶ US Highway 77 runs northɀsouth through the central part of the county, paralleling 
Interstate 35, connecting Texas to Kansas. It passes Wayne and Purcell, where it 
intersects with State Highway 39 and 74. US-77 and SH-39 split off SH-74 to head 
eastbound along Washington St. in downtown Purcell. Together, they cross the James 
C. Nance Memorial Bridge into Lexington, where SH-39 splits off. It then heads through 
Slaughterville and Noble before entering Norman.  

¶ U.S. Route 177 is a spur of US 77. It is between South Haven, Kansas and Madill, 
Oklahoma. The route cuts across the narrow eastern tip of McClain County, where it 
begins concurrencies with both State Highway 59 and State Highway 3W. The three 
highways then cross the Canadian River into Pottawatomie County, where they meet 
SH-39 in Asher.  

¶ State Highway 9 is an east-west highway crossing the center of the County. Traveling 
northeast from Chickasha, US-62/277/SH -9 are routed to the town of Blanchard. Four 
miles later, SH-9 splits away from the two U.S. routes at a diamond interchange that 
also serves as the eastern terminus of the H.E. Bailey Turnpike Spur.. At Interstate 35 
and the McCall Bridge, SH-9 merges onto I-35 northbound to cross the Canadian River 
into Norman.  

¶ State Highway 24 is a north south highway and runs for 21.1 miles almost entirely 
within McClain County. The highway begins where SH 74 crosses the McClainɀGarvin 
County line, about three miles north of Maysville. From here, SH-24 runs west along the 
county line for three miles , where it turns due north then west again and returning to 
a due north course before intersecting SH-39.  Continuing north and passing through 
the town of Washington, SH-24 turns back northward, crossing Walnut Creek. At the 
southern limit of the town of Goldsby, the road meets SH-74 again.   

¶ State Highway 59 runs from north of Criner and immediately heads south ending near 
Wewoka. It turns east six miles crosses SH-74 and has an interchange with I-35.  Then 
meets with US-77 south of Wayne, and passes through the small towns of Rosedale and 
Byars. Five miles east of Byars, the highway meets US 177 and turns north.  

¶ State Highway 74, the southern section of SH-74 goes due north to Elmore City, where 
it intersects with SH-29.  Continuing north of Elmore City the highway meets the 
southern terminus of SH 24. Continuing into Purcell,  SH-74 overlaps US-77 and SH-39 
and then splits off and heads west. After its intersection with SH 24 it turns to north 
where it goes through the town of Goldsby and then ends at I-35.  

¶ State Highway 76, runs northɀsouth through central Oklahoma, begins north of the 
Texas border in Love County, south of the town of Leon. The highway continues through 
the towns of Wilson, Healdton, Ratliff City, Lindsay, Blanchard and Newcastle. SH-76 
then has an interchange with the H.E. Bailey Turnpike Spur, and then meets the western 
terminus of State Highway 130 west of Newcastle. It then passes under Interstate 44 
(but does not have an interchange with it) and ends at SH-37.  

¶ State Highway 133 begins in Garvin County at the southern terminus is at SH-19 and 
crosses into McClain County and ends two miles north of the county line at SH-59 
between Rosedale and Byars.  

 
In 1996, the Atchison, Topeka & Sante Fe railroad (ATSF) merged with the Burlington 
Northern Railroad to form the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway (BNSF).  ATSF ȭÓ ÎÏÒÔÈȤ
south is still in use today as a main line of BNSF and is the route of the Amtrak Heartland 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_Highway_39_(Oklahoma)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goldsby,_Oklahoma
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_Highway_74_(Oklahoma)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Interstate_35_(Oklahoma)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._Highway_77_(Oklahoma)
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Flyer intercity passenger train between Oklahoma City and Fort Worth, Texas.  The 
Heartland Flyer was launched on June 14, 1999 and provides service between Oklahoma City 
and Fort Worth, Texas.  -ÁÐ ςȢρ ÉÌÌÕÓÔÒÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ -Ã#ÌÁÉÎ #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ÔÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔÁÔÉÏÎ 
system.  
 

Map 2.1: McClain County, Oklahoma  
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McClain County estimated population of 37,222 
(2012-2016 ACS) equates to 64.17 people per square 
mile.  Many county residents commute to work in the 
Oklahoma City area. The north quarter of the County 
including the cities of Blanchard, Newcastle, Purcell 
are included in the Oklahoma City Area Regional 
Transportation Study (OCARTS). The OCARTS study 
area also encompasses all of Oklahoma and Cleveland 
Counties and portions of Canadian, Logan Counties1. 
The OCARTS area is also designated as the 
Transportation Management Area (TMA) for the 
Oklahoma City metropolitan region. The County 
includes ten areas designated as a city or town, the 
largest being the City of Purcell.  
 
ü Blanchard  is a city located in northern McClain and Grady Counties on US 62. The 

largest portion of Blanchard including schools, government and businesses are in 
McClain County. The city was organized originally by the Canadian Valley 
Construction Company in the fall of 1906.  Blanchard is part of a rapidly growing 
area of northern McClain and Grady counties known as the "Tri-City Area" with 
Newcastle and Tuttle.  Blanchard is within the OCARTS area.  The City has a total 
area of 32.9 square miles (32.8 square miles of land and 0.1 square miles of water). 
Blanchard is described as a commuter town with much of its workforce commuting 
to nearby Norman and Oklahoma City.  Predominant industries include education, 
retail, oil and gas, and agriculture. The 2012-2016 ACS population is  8,267. 

ü Cole is a town on SH 74B approximately six miles southeast of Blanchard. In 1912 
the town was surveyed and platted near the Oklahoma Central Railway (OCR). This 
railline was acquired by the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway in 1914. In 1942 
the railroad abandoned the track between Purcell and Chickasha including the 
segment through Cole.  Cole is within the OCARTS area. The town has a total area of 
15.1 square miles of land. Cole is primarily a farm community.  The 2012-2016 ACS 
population for the town is 625. 

ü Dibble  is a town west of Purcell in western  McClain County along SH 39 and 
approximately 1 mile east of SH76. The town was incorporated in 1937 and has a 
total area of 2.7 square miles land.  Dibble is within the OCARTS area. The town is 
pprimarily  a farming community.    The 2012-2016 ACS population for the town is 
977. 

ü Goldsby was incorporated in 1962 is a town and is located in north McClain County 
between SH 74 and SH 9.  Goldsby is within the OCARTS area. The town has a total 
area of 19.3 square miles (19.2 square miles land and 0.04 square miles is water). 
The town lies within the Washington public school district and is home to the second 
largest casino in Oklahoma (Riverwind Casino on SH 9). Goldsby provides 
Washington with other resources such as fire department and water services.  The 
Town of Goldsby maintains one airport for general aviation usage, David Jay Perry 
Airport , as well as several private landing fields.. Goldsby is a member of the Heart 
of Oklahoma Chamber of Commerce, and is at the center of a micropolitan trade area 
which includes the communities of Purcell, Lexington, Washington, and Wayne.  

OCARTS and ACOG Area 
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Predominant industries include education,  oil and gas, Albert Engstrom Forest 
Regeneration Center, entertainment and retail .  The 2012-2016 ACS population for 
the town is 2,173. 

ü Newcastle is at the intersection of US62/277 and SH 130 and located  in 
northwestern  McClain County. The City is nineteen miles south of Oklahoma City 
and part of the and is within the OCARTS area.  The city has a total area of 62.5 square 
miles (of which, 55.8 square miles is land and 6.7 square miles is water). The city 
was incorporated as South Newcastle in 1962 and changed to Newcastle in 1965. 
The city limits of Newcastle encompassed just a few square miles until around 1960, 
when Oklahoma City began annexing huge chunks of land across the South Canadian 
river. Newcastle expanded, as did Tuttle and Blanchard, to prevent the city from 
trying to move across the river. In the 1980s, the city annexed the territory north of 
SH 9.  Newcastle is considered to be part of a rapidly growing area known as the 
"Tri -City Area" with Tuttle and Blanchard.  Retail and education are the primary 
industries in Newcastle. Predominant industries include education, retail, 
government and entertainment. The 2012-2016 ACS population for the town is 
9,030. 

ü Purcell  is a city located at the intersection of I-35 and US 277 approximately thirteen 
miles south of Norman.  Purcell is within the OCARTS area. The city has a total area of 
10.5 square miles (10.1 square miles is land and 0.46 square miles is water).  The area 
on the south end of Purcell is rapidly developing. Purcell is the county seat, founded 
as a railroad community in 1887 and incorporated in 1898. Before the land run of 
1889 Purcell was the only community located on the boarder of the Unassigned lands. 
The Oklahoma Central Railway in 1907 reached Purcell and connected the Lehigh coal 
mines with Chickasha. This railway went bankrupt in 1908 and its assets were 
acquired by the by the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway. The train station is 
located on east Main Street near the old Santa Fe Depot, and has daily rail service 
provided by Amtrak's Heartland Flyer north to Norman and Oklahoma City, and south 
to Pauls Valley, Ardmore, Gainesville, and Fort Worth.  Stephen Shephard Memorial 
Purcell Airport (Table 2.5) is located on west Chandle Road south of Purcell City Lake. 
Purcell is a member of the Heart of Oklahoma Chamber of Commerce, and is at the 
center of a micropolitan trade area which includes the communities of Goldsby, 
Lexington, Washington, and Wayne.  
 
Purcell has two local medical facilities, Purcell Municipal Hospital located on the 
north side of the city and the Purcell Clinic. The Clinic is operated  by the Chickasaw 
Nation Indian Health Service and owned by The Chickasaw Nation and serves 
members of all 530 recognized Native American Tribes with healthcare and 
prescriptions free of charge. Areas of interest and recreation include: four properties 
on the National Register of Historic Places (Hotel Love, McClain County Courthouse, 
U.S. Post Office and James C. Nance Memorial Bridge). Veterans Memorial Park was 
established downtown across from City Hall Brent and Bruehl Memorial Golf Course 
is located with the municipal pool near Purcell Lake.  The discovery of oil and the 
development of thoroughbred horse ranching added to ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ ÓÍÁÌÌ-business and 
agricultural base. Predominant industries include healthcare, education, 
manufacturing, and government. The 2012-2016 ACS population for the City is 6,349. 
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ü Washington  is a town on SH 74 located 10 miles northwest of Purcell.  The town 
was named after George Washington, first President of the United States. The town 
has a total area of 1.0 square mile. Washington is a member of the Heart of Oklahoma 
Chamber of Commerce, and is at the center of a micropolitan trade area which 
includes the communities of Goldsby, Lexington, Purcell and Wayne. Washington is 
within the OCARTS area. Predominant industries include education, farming and oil 
and gas.  The 2012-2016 ACS population for the town is 677. 

ü Wayne is a town in McClain County is located at the intersection of US 277 and SH 59, 
8 miles south of Purcell. The Town was platted in 1902. Wayne is part of the 
Oklahoma City Metropolitan Area  with  a total area of 0.4 square miles. Wayne is a 
member of the Heart of Oklahoma Chamber of Commerce, and is at the center of a 
micropolitan trade area which includes the communities of Goldsby, Lexington, 
Purcell and Washington.  Mid-America Technology Center is located near Wayne. 
Predominant industries include education and farming. The 2012-2016 ACS 
population for the town is 683. 

 
Table 2.1 provides population data for the cities, towns and County between 1980-2016.  
Additional demographic data can be found in Appendices 2.1-2.7. As the population 
fluctuates, either through economic changes, in or out migration or shifting within the region 
the needs of the communities including education, health care, social services, employment, 
and transportation remain relatively stable. Land use and development changes that 
particularly affect transportation in rural areas include, but are not limited to, loss or gain of 
a major employer, movement of younger sectors of the population to more urban areas, 
tribal land development.  
 
Transportation is crucial to keeping older adults independent, healthy and connected to 
friends, family, recreation, shopping and health services. However, older rÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓȭ 
transportation needs differ based on their health, income, marital status, age, race and 
whether they live in a city/town or rural county area. The needs of this segment of 
population will continue to influence the transportation needs and services for this region. 
 

Table 2.1: McClain County Population 1980-2016 ACS Estimate  

  
1980  1990  2000  2010  

2012 -2016 ACS 
ESTIMATED 

POPULATION  

Blanchard 1,688 1,922 2,816 7,670 8,267 

Cole 309 355 473 555 625 

Dibble 348 181 289 878 977 

Goldsby 603 816 1,204 1,801 2,173 

Newcastle 3,076 4,214 5,435 7,685 9,030 

Purcell 4,638 4,784 5,571 5,884 6,349 

Wayne 621 519 714 688 683 

Washington 477 279 520 618 677 
Balance of 
McClain County 

8,531 9,725 10,718 8,727 8,441 
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1980  1990  2000  2010  

2012 -2016 ACS 
ESTIMATED 

POPULATION  
McClain County, 
TOTAL 

20,291 22,795 27,740 34,506 37,222 

Source:  American Fact Finder, US Census 

 
Data obtained from the 2012-2016 ACS further reveals:  
V Population was distributed between male (49.9%) and female (50.1%), 
V Median age - 38.3 years of age,   
V Race:  

o White - 84.1%,  
o African American ɀ 1.0%,  
o American Indian ɀ 6.0%,  
o Asian - 0.6%, and  
o Hispanic/Latino ɀ 7.6%, 

V Mean travel time to work ɀ 27.0 minutes 
V Vehicles Available Workers 16 years and over ɀ 16,736 

o No vehicles available ɀ1.6% 
o One vehicle available ɀ14.4% 
o Two vehicles available ɀ45.3% 
o Three or more vehicles available ɀ38.8% 

V Total Housing Units ɀ 14,760 
o Occupied Housing Units ɀ 13,532 
o Owner Occupied Units ɀ 10,718 
o Renter Occupied Units ɀ 2,814 
o Single Family Detached Housing Units ɀ 11,764 
o Mobile Home or Other type of Home ɀ 2,273 

V Educational Attainment population 25 years and Older ɀ 24,583 
o High School Graduate ɀ 8,475 
o Some College, no degree ɀ 5,719 
o Associates Degree ɀ 1,805 
o "ÁÃÈÅÌÏÒȭÓ $ÅÇÒÅÅ ɀ 4,073 
o Graduate or professional degree ɀ 1,568  

V Commute Patterns to Work Age 16 years and Older ɀ 16,736 
o Car, truck or van, drove alone ɀ 85.8%  
o Car, truck or van, carpooled ɀ 6.5% 
o Public Transportation ɀ 0.0% 
o Walked ɀ 0.9% 
o Other Means ɀ 1.0%  
o Worked at Home ɀ 5.8%  

V Civilian Employed Industry population 16 years and over ɀ 17,038 
o Agriculture and forestry ɀ 1,306 
o Construction ɀ 1,561 
o Manufacturing ɀ 1,194 
o Retail Trade ɀ 2,003 
o Transportation and warehousing and utilities ɀ 981 
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o Finance and Insurance - 957 
o Professional, scientific and management ɀ 1,125 
o Educational service and health care and social assistance ɀ 3,757 
o Arts, entertainment and recreation and accommodations ɀ 1,172 
o Other services, except public administration ɀ 1,121 
o Pubic Administration ɀ 1,401 

 
Annual labor force data for years 1990-2016 is in Figure 2.1 and Figure 2.2 illustrates the 
Civilian Labor Force between 1990-2017. The information portrayed in this graph 
developed by the Federal Reserve Bank illustrates a 25-year picture of the McClain County 
Civilian Labor Force. Figure 2.3 contains business establishments for the years 2010 and 
2015.   
 
Figure 2.4 provides information related to vehicle registration data obtained from the 
Oklahoma Tax Commission (OTC). Automobile registration between 2012-2016 remains 
unchanged while there has been a decrease in registrations for commercial trailer, 
commercial truck, and commercial and truck and trailer.   The data in the graph confirms 
that the primary vehicle is the automobile.  
 
Figure 2.1:  McClain County, Civilian Labor Force 1990-2016 

 

Source: BLS 
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